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ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES FOR 

Covered Bridge at Hardin Valley 
 
 
In an effort to establish and preserve a harmonious design within the Covered 
Bridge Community, the following guidelines are established. These guidelines 
are intended to strengthen the overall continuity of the neighborhood and in 
doing so protect the value of properties within. The guidelines have been 
established by the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) which is given 
authority by the Covered Bridge at Hardin Valley Covenants and Restrictions. 
The ACC may, in its discretion, alter or change these guidelines from time to 
time.   
 

Neighborhood Vision 
 
Covered Bridge at Hardin Valley is one of the most unique and exciting 
opportunities for home building in the East Tennessee area. With an excellent 
canvas of natural beauty as a backdrop, the community has been created with 
a focus on comfortable and convenient living. The large amount of land 
preserved as common area serves to create an intimate setting, a key 
component to the development’s distinctive character. A meandering creek 
running along the base of gently rolling hills is perfect scenery for our tranquil 
entry drive which includes the beautifully constructed timber framed covered 
bridge. Beyond this scenic entrance you will enter an exciting blend of housing 
types and architectural diversity.   
 
While the character of the neighborhood is first set by a spectacular natural 
setting, it is intended to be further enhanced by a collection of well crafted 
homes. With proper design, these structures will not only compliment this 
natural surrounding but each other as well.  

 
 

Procedure 
 
The procedure utilized to get a home approved for construction involves three 
major steps: 1) Payment of review fee; 2) Submittal of Preliminary ACC 
Application (can be before closing if desired); and 3) Submittal of Final ACC 
Application. Both the Preliminary and Final ACC Applications are available on 
the website (www.hardinvalley.com).  
 

1) Payment of the $500 review fee is required at lot closing. If alternate is 
needed please contact Realty Resource Systems at 865-584-9099.  
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2) Preliminary ACC Application – This initial phase of the process is 
intended to quickly confirm that an individual’s desired house plan is 
consistent with the theme of the Covered Bridge development. Required 
during this phase is the short application (available online) and a 
rendering or picture of the home to be constructed. These two items 
should be submitted by email to:  

 
CoveredBridgeHardinValleyHOA@gmail.com 

 
3) Final ACC Application – This phase of the approval process is more 

involved and typically involves a meeting or “design workshop” with a 
representative of the design review committee. Before scheduling a 
meeting, applicants are required to fill out the Final ACC Application 
which is four pages. The application requests information on all exterior 
finish materials, colors as well as other items. Samples or manufacturers 
advertisements are suggested to be scanned and emailed with the 
application before the workshop.  

 
After application, you will be contacted regarding the location of the 
“Design Workshop” and a meeting time can be worked out.  
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Guidelines 
 
Home Size:  Excluding the Villa Section, 1½ story and 2 story homes shall 
feature a minimum finished square footage of 2,750 square feet of which at 
least 1,200 square feet shall be on the first floor or main level. One or single 
story homes are require to have at least 2,100 SF. Basement square footage is 
not counted in determining minimum amounts.    Minimum wall plate height 
on Main Level is 9’-0”. Homes that overwhelm the natural setting are not 
permitted.  
 
Architecture:  All homes shall adhere to either Craftsman, Traditional, or 
European Country styling. The exact blend of architecture and in particular 
each home’s detailed stylings shall be reviewed by the ACC for continuity with 
other structures within the development.    
 
Exterior Materials:  Exterior finish materials shall be full mortar-set brick, full 
mortar-set stone, wood, or Hardiplank® (other fiber cement sidings approved on 
a per case basis).  The use of timber is strongly encouraged. No vinyl or 
masonite siding nor vinyl shake is allowed. No split brick facing shall be 
permitted. If cultured stone is to be submitted it must at a minimum be full 
mortar-set (4” deep). No thin manufactured stone will be allowed. Brick, stone 
and mortar colors are subject to review by the ACC.   
 
The exterior material selection can be a single dominant material such as stone 
or brick, or a combination of any two materials such as stone and wood, brick 
and wood, or stone and brick. More than two dominant materials will not be 
allowed. These combinations of materials can be accented with timbers, cedar 
shake, or board-and-batten. Brick coating systems such as Boral PastelCote® 
and equivalent are permitted subject to approval by the ACC. 
 
Exterior paint colors shall be earthtones, accented with bronze, greys, blacks, 
and dark greens. No highly contrasting colors shall be permitted. White trim or 
other high contrast color schemes are not believed to be compatible with the 
vision of Covered Bridge and are generally discouraged, subject to approval of 
ACC. Stains on natural wood surfaces will also be allowed subject to approval 
by the ACC. 
 
Garage Orientation:  Lots in Unit 1 are restricted to side or courtyard entry 
garages. Flared or angled garages to be considered by the ACC on a per case 
basis.  
 
Garage Design:  Garages shall be visually removed to reduce impact onto the 
street. Garage plate height maximum at the garage door wall to finished slab is 
9’-0”. All garage doors shall feature decorative features giving them a carriage 
door or other upgraded appearance. Split double bay garages are encouraged.  
All garages shall be fully enclosed, carports are prohibited. 
 
Roof Design:  Primary roof pitch (on 85% of structure) on 1 or 1½ story homes 
shall be 10:12 or steeper on two story homes it shall be 8:12 or steeper.  The 
pitch shall be appropriate to the home style. Gable and hip combinations 
should be consistent with the home style. Concealed ridge vent system is 
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required on all asphalt roofs. Plumbing vent stacks must be located on the rear 
or least obtrusive roof plane and not extend above the ridge. All vent stacks 
shall be painted to match the adjacent roof or wall material.     
 
Roof Materials: All roof materials shall carry a 30 year or greater warranty. If 
composition shingles are used they must be dimensional. Monochromatic 
shingles are not permitted, combinations of earth tones and grey tones are 
preferred. Limited use of natural finish (non-painted) metal roofs shall be 
permitted as accents (window boxes, dormers, porches) subject to approval by 
the ACC.  Flared eaves are encouraged as appropriate to home style.   
 
Fascia / Soffit / Frieze Board:  Fascia, Soffit and Frieze material shall be 
wood, fiber cement or equivalent. Vinyl and aluminum are not permitted. All 
homes are required to have frieze board. Cornice lines shall be scaled 
appropriately and contain detail.  
 
Front Doors:  All front doors shall be solid wood or equivalent. Top quality 
composite doors permitted on a case by case basis and must be stainable. With 
much attention being given to the front of each home, a generous front entry is 
encouraged. The use of leaded glass is discouraged. Oval designs are not 
considered in keeping with the design goals of the development.  
 
Windows:  Windows shall be of a high grade and quality. The ACC may deny 
the use of inferior windows. Clad windows are encouraged. Window panes shall 
have divided lites appropriate to the home style. Tinting is subject to approval of 
the ACC. Window header and sill heights shall adjust with varying plate 
heights. 
 
Headers: 
8’-0” Plate : 6’8” Header 
9’-0” Plate : 8’-0” Header Minimum 
10’-0” Plate : 8’-0” Header Minimum  (Transoms are encouraged with 10’ plates) 
 
Sills: 
8’-0” Plate : 1’-8” Sill or lower 
9’-0” Plate : 2’-0” Sill or lower 
10’-0” Plate : 2’-0” Sill or lower 
 
Shutters:  No vinyl shutters allowed.  Shutter shape and size shall correspond 
to window shape and size.  Shutters on windows with 3 or more sashes are 
subject to review by the ACC.    
 
Foundation Walls:  Exposed foundation materials shall be visually heavy, 
follow the grade line and be compatible with the architecture per the ACC.  
Exposed CMU and exposed concrete foundation walls are not permitted.   
 
Fences:  Fences shall not be permitted in the front yard and may not extend 
any closer to the front of the home than the mid-point of the residence side. 
Appropriate fencing materials are wood or wrought iron with a maximum height 
of 5’. A masonry column shall be placed at each corner and at least every 35’ for 
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long runs. See separate fence detail sheet for further information. Send drawing 
and spec info to CoveredBridgeHardinValleyHOA@gmail.com.    
 
Dormers:  Dormers may be glazed or vented. Eaves and gutters are not 
permitted on dormers. Dormer window or vent shall correspond to roof shape 
(i.e. semi-arch roof over semi-arch window/vent). Dormers shall be placed 
relative to windows below or other dominate elements. Masonry shall be 
permitted only on dormer faces that break the eave line as a continuation of the 
wall below. Dormer size shall be relative to window/vent size. Dormer 
proportion and size subject to review by the ACC.   
 
Columns:  Pressure treated wood not permitted as finish material for columns.  
Wood timber and boxed columns shall be 8” minimum, and size shall be 
architecturally appropriate per the ACC.  Columns may also be of stone or 
brick, and coordinated with the overall building massing and materials.  
Columns may be approved wood on masonry base of approved height and size 
per the ACC. 
 
Entry:  Maximum entry height is 1 ½ stories.  Minimum entry width is 6’-0”.       
 
Mechanical:  Exterior HVAC units as well as any garbage can storage area 
must be concealed from the street with fencing or landscaping.   
 
Landscaping:  All sites to be heavily landscaped with setting appropriate 
vegetation and species.  
 
Mailboxes:  A consistent mailbox has been selected. Units are available for sale 
at Stokes Lighting. Ask for the Covered Bridge design mailbox.  
 
These architectural guidelines are intended to supplement or accent and not 
replace the more detailed covenants and restrictions as recorded in the Knox 
County Register of Deeds Office. In the event of a conflict between these 
guidelines and the Covenants and Restrictions, the Covenants and Restrictions 
will control.  
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

CoveredBridgeHardinValleyHOA@gmail.com 
 
 

































































































FIRST AMENDMENT OF DECLARATION OF COVENANTS 
AND RESTRICTIONS COVERED BRIDGE AT HARDIN VALLEY 

 
This Amendment of Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Covered Bridge 

at Hardin Valley is made and entered into this _____ day of _____________, 2009, by 
Covered Bridge, LLC, a Tennessee limited liability company (“Developer”) and all other 
owners of Lots in The Villas of Covered Bridge. 

_______________________ 
 

Developer is the owner of a certain parcel of real property located in Knox 
County, Tennessee (the "Property") as more particularly described in the Declaration of 
Covenants and Restrictions of Covered Bridge at Hardin Valley dated as of February 
15, 2007, of record as Instrument No. 200702160066350 in the office of the Register of 
Deeds for Knox County, Tennessee, and the Amended and Restated Declaration of 
Covenants and Restrictions of Covered Bridge at Hardin Valley of record as Instrument 
No. 200804300081273 in such Register's Office (the "Declaration"). 
 

The Declaration specifically provides that the Developer has the right to amend 
the Declaration to add and subject additional land to the Declaration and to provide for 
the incorporation of any such additional land and all improvements thereon into the 
Subdivision. 

 
The Developer has started development of Phase 1 of the Subdivision and now 

desires to add Phase 3 to the Subdivision, such phase to be known as The Villas at 
Covered Bridge (“The Villas”).  As provided in the Declaration, phases of the 
Subdivision may include, in the discretion of the Developer, smaller homes, smaller lots 
and different architectural styles of homes than are found in other phases, and owners 
of lots in subsequent phases shall be required to become members of the Association 
and, in the discretion of the Developer, different or additional homeowners' 
associations. 

 
The Developer and the other owners of lots in The Villas now desire to amend 

the Declaration to add The Villas to the Subdivision and the terms of the Declaration.  
The homes in The Villas will be subject to the terms of the Declaration, except to the 
extent specifically provided in this Amendment.  The Owners of Lots in The Villas will 
be required to become members of the Association and will be required to pay all 
assessments and other amounts required to be paid by other owners pursuant to the 
Declaration. 

 
The Developer and other owners now wish to amend the Declaration as set forth 

herein. 
_______________________ 

 
 1. Amendment of Declaration.  The Declaration is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

a. Exhibit A to the Declaration is hereby amended by inserting in such 
Exhibit A the real property described on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated 
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herein by reference (the "Villa Property").  The Villa Property shall be deemed to be 
included in the Property for purposes of the Declaration, as amended. 
 

b. There shall be added to the Declaration the following new Article 
XVII. 

 
ARTICLE XVII 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO THE VILLAS 
 

The following provisions are applicable to The Villas and the 
Villa Property only. 
 
Section 1.  The Villas Governance.  Every Owner of a Lot in 
The Villas shall be a mandatory member of the Association, 
in accordance with the terms of Article VII.  Each Owner of a 
Lot in The Villas, by acceptance of a deed therefor, whether 
or not it shall be expressed in such deed, is deemed to 
covenant and agree to pay to the Association the amounts 
set forth in Article X and this Article XVII.   
 
The affairs of The Villas shall be governed by the Board.  
The Board shall appoint a committee (the “Villas 
Committee”) consisting of three (3) Owners of Lots in The 
Villas to determine the assessments relating only to The 
Villas, as described in Section 2 below, and to otherwise 
make decisions as to matters relating solely to The Villas.  
The members of the Villas Committee shall serve for terms 
of one (1) year each or until their successors are appointed, 
and may be removed at any time by the Board with or 
without cause. 
 
Section 2.  The Villas Covenant for Maintenance and Capital 
Improvements Assessments.  Each Owner of a Lot in The 
Villas, by acceptance of a deed therefor, whether or not it 
shall be so expressed in such deed, is deemed to covenant 
and agree to pay to the Association (1) annual assessments 
which may or shall be levied by The Villas Committee and 
(2) special assessments which may or shall be levied by the 
Villas Committee, such assessments to be established by 
the Villas Committee (collectively the “Villa Maintenance 
Assessment”).  The Villa Maintenance Assessments shall be 
in addition to any assessment levied by or otherwise payable 
to the Association by Owners of Lots in the Subdivision.  
Villa Maintenance Assessments, together with interest 
thereon and cost of collection thereof, as provided in the 
Declaration, including reasonable attorney fees, shall be a 
continuing lien upon the Lot against which the assessment is 
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made.  Each Villa Maintenance Assessment, together with 
interest thereon and cost of collection thereof, including 
reasonable attorney fees, shall also be the personal 
obligation of the Person who was the Owner of such Lot at 
the time when the assessment fell due.  The personal 
obligation for delinquent assessments shall not pass to his or 
her successors in title unless expressly assumed by them. 
 
The Villa Maintenance Assessment shall be computed, 
assessed and approved by the Board, in accordance with 
the terms of Article X of the Declaration.  The Association 
shall have all remedies granted the Association in Article X 
with regard to the non-payment of the Villa Maintenance 
Assessments. 
 
The Developer shall be exempt from all Villa Maintenance 
Assessments. 
 
Builders who acquire a Lot in The Villas for the purpose of 
building a speculative home shall be exempt from the Villa 
Maintenance Assessments unless such builder is 
constructing his or her own personal residence on such Lot. 
 
Section 3.  Purpose of Assessments.  The Association shall 
maintain all lawns and landscaped areas which are a part of 
Lots in The Villas, including, without limitation, the mowing of 
lawns and the maintenance of landscaped areas and the 
irrigation system and the expense of water used in 
connection with the irrigation system.  The cost of all such 
services, including the maintenance of the irrigation system 
and all water bills, shall be paid by the Association. 
 
The Board may, in its discretion, elect to provide for common 
garbage pickup for The Villas, in which case the cost of such 
garbage pickup will be paid by the Association and the Villa 
Maintenance Assessments will be adjusted to provide the 
funds necessary to pay such costs. 
 
The Villa Maintenance Assessments shall be held by the 
Board in a separate account.  The Villa Maintenance 
Assessments shall be used exclusively for providing the 
services relating to the maintenance of yards and 
landscaping in The Villas and the other matters as described 
above and the cost and expenses incident to the operation 
of The Villas by the Association, including, without limitation, 
the purchase of insurance by the Association, insurance 
premiums and all costs and expenses incidental to the 
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operation and administration of The Villas and the 
establishment and maintenance of a reasonable reserve 
fund or funds. 
 
Section 4.  Grant of Easement.  Each buyer of a Lot in The 
Villas, by acceptance of a deed therefor, whether or not it 
shall be so expressed in such deed, is deemed to grant to 
the Association, its agents, employees and assigns, an 
easement over and across such Owner's Lot in The Villas for 
the purpose of allowing the Association to satisfy its 
obligations set forth in this Article XVII.  The granting of such 
easement shall be deemed to be, and is, irrevocable and 
shall run with the land. 
 
Section 5.  Architectural Control.  The terms of Article II, 
Section 3 of the Declaration, Submission of Plans and 
Specifications, shall apply to The Villas and, further, the 
following subsection (g) shall be added and shall apply only 
to The Villas: 
 
 (g) The exterior color of any Structure in The Villas 
shall not be changed or altered in any way without the prior 
approval of the Architectural Control Committee. 
 
Section 6.  General Covenants and Restrictions.  The terms 
of Article XIII of the Declaration, General Covenants and 
Restrictions, shall apply to The Villas except as expressly set 
forth below: 
 
 a. Section 8, Lots and Setbacks, shall be revised 
with regard to The Villas to provide that the front setback 
minimum will be 20 feet, the side setback minimums will be 5 
feet each and the rear setback minimum will be 15 feet, 
subject to more restrictive setback requirements established 
by the Plat or applicable governmental agencies. 
 
 b. Section 9, Walls and Fences, shall be revised 
with regard to The Villas only to add the following: 
 

Any fence erected on a Lot in The Villas must have a 
gate to allow access for yard maintenance and the providing 
of services as described in Article XVII, Section 3, which 
gate shall be at least 60 inches in width.  Such gate must be 
available to provide access to allow the providing of such 
services and, if access is not provided, such services shall 
not be provided to the Owner of the Lot in question; 
provided, however, such Owner shall continue to be 
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responsible for the assessments relating to such services.  
Neither the Association nor any agent of the Association 
providing maintenance services shall be responsible for any 
animal kept within a fence on any Lot in The Villas or the 
escape of such animal as a result of the activities of the 
Association or its agents. 
 
 c. Section 16(h) is revised with regard to The 
Villas to provide that garage doors may face the street. 
 
 d. Section 16(n) is revised with regard to Phase 3 
to provide that the enclosed, heated living area (exclusive of 
garages, carports, porches, terraces, bulk storage and 
basement) of dwellings constructed on Lots in The Villas 
shall contain not less than 1800 square feet. 
 

 2. Capitalized Terms.  All capitalized terms not otherwise defined in this 
Amendment shall have the same meaning given them in the Declaration. 
 
 3. Continued Effect.  To the extent not modified or amended hereby, the 
Declaration shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Developer has caused this instrument to be 
executed as of the date set forth above. 

 
COVERED BRIDGE, LLC 

 
 

By:        
Title:        

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
COUNTY OF KNOX 
 
 Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in 
and for said county and state, _______________________, the within-named 
bargainor, with whom I am personally acquainted, or proved to me on the basis of 
satisfactory evidence, and who, upon oath, acknowledged himself to be the _________ 
of COVERED BRIDGE, LLC, the within-named bargainor, a Tennessee limited liability 
company, and that he, as such ____________, executed the foregoing instrument for 
the purposes therein contained, by signing the name of the company by himself as 
___________________. 
 

Witness my hand and official seal this ____ day of _________________, 2009. 
 
              
      Notary Public 
      My commission expires:      


