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(700)-20     Responsibilities 

[bookmark: General]20.1   Overview.
The Office of Chief Counsel provides a full range of legal services for the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA).  

[bookmark: Attorneys]20.2   Attorneys.
The attorneys in the Office of Chief Counsel provide advice to TIGTA employees on legal issues that arise during the course of their official duties.  Examples include the authority to access and disclose TIGTA records in accordance with I.R.C. § 6103 and the Privacy Act; statutory construction of federal and state statutes, including interpretation of the scope of the Inspector General Act, and taxation issues involving the Internal Revenue Code and implementing regulations; personnel issues; appropriations and contract issues; and ethical, regulatory, and statutory obligations.  In addition, the legal staff represents TIGTA in litigation before administrative tribunals and provides litigation support to the Department of Justice and Assistant United States Attorneys on matters arising out of or in connection with TIGTA activities.  The attorneys draft, review and/or approve Congressional correspondence responses, Inspector General subpoenas, Memoranda of Understanding, settlement agreements, outside employment requests, consensual monitoring, financial disclosure requirements, proposed legislation, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) appeals, and TIGTA policies, procedures, and manual provisions.  Further, the legal staff reviews TIGTA records to be referred to other law enforcement authorities in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy Act and I.R.C. § 6103.  In addition, the attorneys conduct disclosure reviews of reports written by the Office of Audit and the Office of Inspections and Evaluations prior to release to the public. 

[bookmark: Disclosure]20.3   Disclosure Branch.
The Disclosure Branch provides advice to TIGTA employees on routine disclosure issues that arise during the course of their official duties such as the disclosure of TIGTA records.  The Government Information Specialists in the Disclosure Branch are responsible for processing requests for records maintained by TIGTA made pursuant to the FOIA and the Privacy Act.  In addition, the Disclosure Branch drafts testimony authorizations for TIGTA employees who have received subpoenas to testify or produce TIGTA documents.  The Disclosure Branch also evaluates and responds to requests from Treasury Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) investigators for investigatory records relevant to the claims or allegations accepted for investigation.  The Disclosure Branch compiles FOIA data to respond to monthly data calls from the Department of the Treasury (Department) regarding requests received, closed and backlogged.  The Disclosure Branch is also responsible for submitting a comprehensive annual report to the Department that contains detailed statistics on the number of requests received and processed by TIGTA, the time taken to respond, and the outcome of each request, as well as many other vital statistics regarding TIGTA’s administration of the FOIA. 

TIGTA’s Disclosure Officer is also the FOIA Public Liaison for the Bureau who serves as a mediator in resolving issues with FOIA requesters.
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